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	World News

Antorium – Our beloved Emperor Harmonium III has taken ill. The Emperor, a hero of the War of the Gem, is approaching his 75th year of life and his reign has been for 54 of those years. The Emperor as named Hufir Thawt as his steward until he is able to return to the Imperial throne. In the meantime, his eldest son, Prince Arulius, is in line to succeed the Emperor should the worst come to pass. The senate has met in session to discuss the issue of succession to the throne. This is the third time our Emperor has fallen ill enough that the senate has met to discuss the succession, and during those prior instances, Prince Arulius would have been confirmed.
Helkazum – The dwarven colony in Helkazum has reportedly suffered a setback, losing several crucial battles that have blocked avenues of expansion and in fact have forced the dwarves to retreat from strategic locations. The cause of the sudden reversals is not known at this time, but urgent pleas for reinforcements are said to be reaching not only King Khyzamil III, Ruler of the Dwarves of the West Mountains, but also as far as our own Aynayjor Mountains and the mountains of distant Onlor.

	Cromwell Arrives
The paladin Cromwell arrived in Noscrused on his pegasus steed and rallied troops of the Sixth Imperial Legion and paladins of Meredros from all over the Far Coast and marched on the main body of the Pilong incursion. While Cromwell did not find the Shadow Emperor, indeed it is believed the lich had retreated back deep into Pilong at the army’s approach, many shadow fiends were slain and the army, bolstered by Purifiers, drove deep into Pilong, slaying all shadow creatures they could find. The force then retired to the border and agreed to remain on station until the destroyed fortress could be rebuilt. Already orders for Hegzeril stonemasons have gone out and the dwarves have agreed to rebuild the keep. In the meantime, a high mage will have to be sent from the Empire to repair or rescribe Torffan’s Ring for the rebuilt fort.
Floating Feud
The business of the Hakoanio is usually remote and mysterious. But now reports are surfacing of a rare raft war, where clans of the raft folk are fighting. Little is known of the cause of the feud, but bodies and bitts of rafts have washed ashore recently along the coast and, reputedly, along the Thaneeri coastline as well. Many of these bodies have had their throats cut in an almost ritual fashion. Sages say that the raft folk have a very formal form of warfare, and though it happens rarely, it is extremely brutal. They speculate this was done so that such warfare would be sporadic and happen only occasionally.
Whales Migrating South
Narwhales and other Oto Sea whales are migrating south early this year, a sign that the winter will be early and brutal this year. However, despite this ominous harbinger, whalers are rejoicing at this migration, and are rushing to form their crews and get their boats a sea early so as to have first pick at the most prime target. Merchant houses that have been stockpiling whale oil, blubber, whale bone, and ambergris are now trying to discretely sell their wares before new whale products flood the market. However, the merchants have been trying to sell in a measured manner, so that the price doesn’t drop from a flood of such presales. Of course, with the publishing of this report, that seems to now be a fool’s goal.
Cobbler Murdered
The cobbler Borostus of Dwillingir has been found murdered in his shop. He never returned home the night of his death, but his wife Magresta thought little of it, since he often burned the midnight oil. However, when his shop lights remained burning even after dawn, neighbours knocked on his door and then entered his shop. They found the cobbler dead, stuffed full of shoe leather until his stomach burst and with a soft boot sticking from his mouth.


