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	World News

Antorium – Thufir Hawt as now declared that there is little chance our beloved Emperor Harmonium III will survive the year. While the Emperor’s spirit is strong and can hold on for some time, the Emperor has expressed his wish to pass into the bosom of the gods. It is said that he will enact the Rites of Leaving before the fall, so that Prince Arulius can be crowned in the auspicious 30th year of New Slumber.
Red bands of pre-mourning have now become mandatory throughout the Empire for females.

Helkazum – In a surprise move that stunned even the dwarves being reinforced, a cadre of Queen Imerika’s most elite troops has somehow come quickly to Helkazum and helped to bolster the defenses of the dwarves. It is said that the elves have some knowledge of the strange powers being exhibited by the enemies of the dwarves.
Nevertheless, some dwarves have looked upon this aid grudgingly or with suspicion. Not only because it wounds dwarven pride, but also because they suspect that the Queen’s altruism is actually a desire to secure rights to the mithral deposits there for her elvenkind.
 
	Giant against Giant
The reclusive fire giant said to be haunting the Laughing Woods apparently encountered a frost giant during the night and a fight ensued. This is speculation, as the residents of Thurmor awoke to the sounds of deafening bellowing in a language none understood as well as booming grunts of exertion, echoing curses, and the pounding of giant boulders being thrown and hitting both the ground and flesh.
In the morning, brave villagers ventured out to see orange and frost blue blood spattered on the ground and great gouges in both earth and tree, as well as boulders strewn everywhere. It is not known who won the fight, but it was hoped that both giants slew each other and thereby rid the world of their foul presence.

Annual Pilgrimage Delayed
The spring rites of blessing to be performed by the High Priestess of Dhalis will take place this spring, but due to heavy rains and fear of late winter raids by the Thaneeri, the priestess will arrive in Dwillingir in Bloom, about three weeks later than usual. The Spring Festival will be delayed accordingly. Several farmers, worried about their crops, have asked the local Dhalis priestess to perform the rites, but she has refused, not wishing to usurp her High Priestess’ duties. Some of these farmers have, instead, sought to pay the druids of the Feyindir to bless their crops, but the druids have, to all accounts, refused to do so, urging the farmers to abandon farming and to gather their food only for themselves from nature’s bounty.
Bad Cheese 
Notables have fallen ill from spoiled cheese contained in the tarts and cheese pies served at Grendel’s Tavern. The owner, Grendel, blames a bad batch of cheese sold to him the week before. All those for a few days who partook of Grendel’s delectable comestibles were sick for at least a day or two with the trots, runs, and heaves. Grendel’s Tavern has been closed until all of his foods can be inspected and cleared by the Vastalla Temples. Meanwhile, several nobles who dined at his establishment are calling for the Imperator to publicly flog Grendel for serving tainted food to the nobility. A few have even accused him of poisoning them intentionally, which is a capital offense.
War of the Gem Celebrated
The thirtieth anniversary of the War of the Gem and the New Slumber is being celebrated in Dwillingir by a play reenacting some of the key episodes of the Heroes of the Gem as well as a memorial service for Khenni the Brave. The Imperator is considering having the dwarves sculpt a statue diorama of the Heroes, though political concerns may cause this to be delayed.


